
Rehberg Fights to Protect Veterans from Federal Gun 
Control Prosecution 

Sponsors the Veterans’ Firearms Heritage Act in U.S. House 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Montana’s Congressman, Denny Rehberg, today urged 
Congress to pass the Veterans’ Firearms Heritage Act which he introduced earlier this 
year.  The legislation would rectify a law that currently treats World War II and the 
Korean War veterans like criminals for not registering war relic firearms with the federal 
government. 

“Gun control is bad enough, but turning law-abiding veterans into criminals for 
possessing antique firearms obtained in combat is ridiculous,” said Rehberg a member 
of the House Appropriations Committee.  “This bill would give veterans and their heirs 
the opportunity to register these war relics without fear of prosecution under an unjust 
law.” 

During WWII and the Korean War, many veterans acquired war relic firearms, 
which was a lawful practice at the time.  Under current law, if the firearms are not 
registered with the National Firearms Registration and Transfer Record, the veteran or 
their heir may be convicted of illegal possession.   

The Veterans’ Heritage Firearms Act will provide a limited amnesty for veterans 
who served overseas between 1934 and 1968.  During the amnesty, they will be able to 
register war relic firearms without fear of prosecution. This amnesty also extends to the 
veteran’s lawful heirs who inherited these weapons. 

“The NRA supports Congressman Rehberg’s Veterans’ Heritage Firearms Act.  
Brave Americans who placed service to country above self, and who put their lives on 
the line on foreign shores should never have to fear prosecution for keeping a memento 
of their service,” said Chris W. Cox with the NRA.  “It serves no national interest to 
prosecute a veteran for having a war relic.” 

 


